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axioms (starting point of reasoning; as classically conceived, an axiom is a premise 

so evident as to be accepted as true without any controversy), and basics in the 

field of ITA: 

1. International cooperation is a ‘SINE QUA NON’ (something that is absolutely 

needed; a vital, crucial, essential and obligatory action, condition, or ingredient) for 

every country if it wishes to live in peace and harmony with the surrounding 

world. 

2. International cooperation is important regarding all major segments of foreign 

policy of a given country - the Eurasian integration; the EU-related activities, 

international organizations or bilateral relations. Hence, a well-balanced and 

active foreign policy - as well as its adaptation and implementation by every 

other authority - must exist in every country that makes the country’s steps 

foreseeable, visible and accountable for the outside world, and logical - inside. 

3. International technical cooperation is a ‘sine qua non’ first of all, for internal 

development purposes of every country. It MUST be ‘carried out IF the country 

does not want to be a looser in the ongoing, fierce international 

technical/economic progress and competition. 

4. International technical cooperation must be based on the priorities of the given 

country, because this is the only way to become a real owner of its own 

cooperation activities and of the results. 

5. Utilization of all possibilities of international technical cooperation is a crucial 

interest in every country. Non-utilization of the existing possibilities means that 

the country is losing resources, intellectual knowledge and experience and 

hence non-utilization of possibilities does contradict to the basic development 

interests of each and every country. 

6. Proper organization of international cooperation must be based on well-

discussed principles, on a proper legal background, on a proper institutional 

setup, on long-term as well as medium-term as well as operative planning 

(including appropriate programming) and a well-functioning implementation. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-evidence
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7. International technical cooperation is implemented by each and every 

governmental central and regional and local institution of the country according 

to their own needs and tasks. Hence, a proper coordination of the different 

interests, planning, and activities needs coordination. Proper coordination in 

the field of international cooperation is a ‘sine qua non’, without which the 

country becomes a victim of spontaneous principles, plans and actions and 

consequently, does not progress in the wanted direction. 

8. International technical cooperation, like everything else, is implemented by 

people. Hence, proper staffing, appropriate training, and appropriate 

motivation of all those who promote interests of the country in the international 

field is inevitable. Without well trained and sufficient staffing international 

cooperation exists only on paper and contradicts to the interests of the given 

country. 

9. It is essential to clarify and make known by every participant the costs and the 

benefits of international cooperation and specifically of all types of international 

technical cooperation. Hence, a system that is univocally (clearly) 

documenting, analyzing and making known the results in terms of benefits and 

costs (which are far not only financial) is of crucial importance. Without such a 

documentation and analytic system each participant can use only its’ own 

background and interests as guiding points, and an appropriate discussion and 

finding conclusions is practically impossible. 

10. It is also crucial to take into account experience of other countries in the given 

field of technical assistance and technical cooperation. It is unacceptable to 

talk about effectiveness of ITA using outdated principles, outdated 

methodological background and outdated calculations. The analysis of 

effectiveness of ITA must be based on the most up-to-date internationally 

accepted methodologies, which should be – naturally - adapted to the needs 

of the given country. 

11. Proper establishment of responsibilities in policy making, planning, 

programming and operative implementation as well as in the related research, 

control, and audit in the field of the different segments of international 

cooperation is inevitable. It cannot be acceptable that different segments of a 

public administration system of a country are dealing with different aspects of 

international technical cooperation independently from each other and many 

times not even knowing about basic intentions of others.  
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12.  International cooperation is impossible in any field without appropriate level of 

at least one international language beyond the Russian language and hence 

language training as well as training in the most significant topics of 

international cooperation is also ‘sine qua non’ for any reasonable success in 

the given fields. 


